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A Living and Growing Church 


Throughout its history the Presbyterian Church in our country 
has been, in the words of one Presbyterian Church historian, a 
“broadening church.” In both theology and practice the Pres- 
byterians have chosen a moderate evangelical middle ground 
between the extremes of conservatism and radicalism. This 
middle ground has become slowly more progressive in outlook. 
Presbyterian clergy and laity are aware of past differences that 
have divided the church in various periods of its history. Pres- 
byterians of today are equally aware, however, that their greatest 
strength and their best service to their Lord and Savior lies not 
in disagreement, but in unity. § The Presbyterian Church today 
is a living and growing church. It is keenly aware of its historic 
task of evangelism. It is also alive to the universal need for a 
deepened concern toward those human problems which in our 
time grow out of national and international affairs. The church 
is alert to the fact that the peoples of the world have become, 
not only nearer in geography, but also closer in understanding 
their basic human needs. The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
moves forward as a church not yet “triumphant” but as a great 
band of Christians seeking to know and to do their Savior’s will. 


—BENJAMIN J. LAKE in The Story of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., just 
published by Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 











Letters to the Editors 





Broader Issue Involved North and South 





Housing and Segregation 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your correspondent, Fred H. Ford, 
(OvuTLOOK letter, May 14), does not seem 
to comprehend the broader issues involved 
in the problem of segregation within the 
churches, particularly in the North. 

When he quotes Dr. Blake as saying 
that we must have an “integrated society 
at every level,” he fails to see the socio- 
logical facets of integration which were 
probably implicit in the statement. To 
say that this means at the level of the 
family, school, state and the church misses 
the point. 

The problem in the North, where the 
doors of the churches have been supposed- 
ly open, is one of segregated housing. 
When people do not live together in a 
non-segregated community there is less 
reason for them to worship together. This 
is one area which the North is just becom- 
ing aware of. To generalize, therefore, 
from this that Negroes are voluntarily 
segregating themselves is not to do justice 
to the facts on a deeper level than those 
which appear on the surface. 

His statements on the Roman Catholic 
Church’s unequivocal stand in regard to 
segregation also misses the point. To 
bring in side issues to cover over the am- 
biguous stand of the Protestant Church is 
to deal unfairly with the problem at hand. 

Such letters as his which fail to com- 
prehend the real issues do little more than 
muddy the water and complicate the kind 
of discussion we need so much. 

Wayne H. Cowan. 
New York, N. Y. 


Generous Words 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Your paper is much appreciated for 
it keeps me informed about the live issues 
in the church, both U. S. and USA. Best 
of wishes. 


S. J. VENABLE. 
Wilmington, Del. 





Last year while helping out in the office 
of the Foreign Mission Board of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, in Kansas City, I 
first became acquainted with THe Our 
1ooK and was given a one-year subscrip- 
tion. I have enjoyed it immensely and 
want to subscribe for another year... . 
I give many missionary talks and your 
paper helps me to keep up-to-date. 

—OMAHA, NEB. 





I enjoy THe OUTLOOK not only because 
of its inspiration and information on so 
many questions before the church, but also 


for Dr. Wilbur LaRoe’s pithy and thought- - 


provoking comments, and Dr. Thompson’s 
down-to-earth application of the Sunday 
school lesson each week. 

Mrs. JAMES B. KELLEY. 
Lexington, Ky. 





..- I always find your paper most in- 
teresting and stimulating. I particularly 
admire the restraint and goodwill and 
firmness with which you handle the many 
questions relating to the mutual relation- 
ships of white and colored. 

Haro_p WorpdEN WYLIE. 
New York Mills, N. Y. 


Orthodox Statistics 
To Tne OUTLOOK: 


Is your statement, “Among the most 
carefully guarded secrets of recent years 
has been the numerical strength of Bible 
and Orthodox Presbyterian bodies” ac- 
curate? 

It seems to me that I read of the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian Church as among the top 
five denominations in their per capita giv- 
ing, for the past several years. Could 
this be so without a public statement of 
members? Moreover do they not publish 
minutes of their General Asembly with 
annual statistics? At any rate, F. S. 
Mead’s Handbook of Denominations lists 
the denomination and gives figures as well 
as history. 

A. CULVER GORDON. 
Paterson, N. J. 


NOTE—lIt is good if this information 
is now generally available. Mead’s book 
(1951) reported that in 1949 there were 
13,928 members in 72 churches. The cur- 
rent “Yearbook of the Churches” shows 
8,604 members in 72 churches. Bible Pres- 
byterian (Mclintire) claims are that the 
Orthodox Church now has 5,079 members 
in 72 churches.—Eds. 


Reprints Available 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I hope you will have reprints of “They 
That Sow the Wind” together with “Why 
Are Outlook Readers Being Told This 
Miserable Story?” I'd like to have 100 
copies. 

H. B. STREATER. 
Marlin, Texas 


REPRINTS AVAILABLE—just as de- 
scribed above, at 3 for 25¢ (minimum); 
7 for 50¢; 18 for $1; 50 for $2.50; 75 for 
$3.25; 100 for $4. 


Important Record 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Just a note to let you know that I found 
your skillfully-presented article, “They 
That Sow the Wind” (OUTLOOK, May 7) 
interesting and valuable. It fills in an 
important historical record that has not, 
to my knowledge, been adequately covered 
elsewhere. 

ALBERT P. STAUDERMAN, 
Associate Editor 
The Lutheran, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Stewardship Classic 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


At last a classic on Christian steward- 
ship (ForEMAN: What About Steward- 
ship? OuTLooK Apr. 30). This should prove 
a succinct guide for the Christian Church 
(all branches) “from top to bottom” on 
the subject. May its clarity dispel the 
“lowland fogs” in many areas. Please send 
200 copies when you leafletize it. 


RAYMOND B. SPIVEY. 
Palmyra, Mo. 


NOTE—If there is sufficient demand, 
this will be provided as a four-page 
pamphlet.—EbITors. 


Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Waxahachie, Texas, Central ch, 450 mbs, 
manse excg; 4 Aug. Sundays; prefer New 
England. D. Y. Swain, Waxahachie, Texas, 

Wardensville, W. Va., Lost River group, 
100 mbs, 3 small rural chs, near state park; 
prefer New England or N. Y. State. Roy 
Smith, Wardensville, W. Va. 


Orosi, Calif., St. Jas. ch, 140 mbs. Manse, 
S. S. and 1 svs. July-Aug. 6 Sundays. Pre- 
fer Deep South or South of Ohio R, but 
welcome anywhere. R. L. KortKamp, 
Orosi, Calif. 


Front Royal, Va., 324 mbs, Manse. Head 
of Skyline Drive. Vacation country. Pre- 
fer vicinity of Richmond month of August. 
Oren Moore, Jr.. Front Royal, Va. 

NEED SUPPLY 

Greenwood, Ind.. 256 mbs, 4 Sundays, 
July 8-29; suburban, 15 minutes downtown 
Indianapolis. J. Bruce Melton, Greenwood, 
Ind. 

WISH TO SUPPLY 


Southeast or Southwest Fla., 3 or 4 Aug. 
Sundays. F. C. Pudsell, 501 S. 3rd St., La- 
fayette, Ind. 


Fla., 4 July Sundays. Walter J. Damer, 
4705 Central Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 


U. S. G. A.—Montreat 


Daily Schedule 


May 30, Wednesday 

3:00 p.m., Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism: Harry Denman, D. Elton 
Trueblood; John L. Casteel. Evening: P. 
D. Miller, A. E. Dimmock, W. H. McCorkle, 
Wm. M. Elliott. 


May 31, Thursday 

9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Evangelism con- 
ference, closing at 4:15. 

7:30 p.m., Opening of the Assembly. 
Election of the Moderator. 


June 1, Friday 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Standing Commit- 
tees meet. 

2:00 p.m., Assembly business session: 
ad interim committee reports. 

7:30 p.m., Christian education popular 
meeting. 


June 2, Saturday 

8:30-12:30, Standing committees meet. 

2:00 p.m., Assembly business session; 
ad interim committees. 

7:30 p.m., Popular meetings: General 
Fund; General Council. 


June 3, Sunday 

11:00 a.m., Sermon by Stephen J. Sloop, 
missionary to Brazil. 

3:30 p.m., Greetings by fraternal dele- 
gates. 

7:30 p.m., Woodrow Wilson Centennial 
program. Frontis W. Johnston, Davidson 
College professor of history, speaking. 


June 4, Monday 

6:30 a.m., Elders’ Fellowship Breakfast; 
J. W. Baldwin, Texas; J. E. Dews, Ar- 
kansas. 

8:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m., Assembly business 
sessions. 

7:30 p.m., World Missions program with 
talks by missionary appointees; Board of 
Church Extension. 


June 5, Tuesday 

8:30 a.m., Assembly business session. 
(There is no fixed time of adjournment. 
The Assembly continues until its business 
is completed. Last year it adjourned late 
Tuesday afternoon; in other years it has 
continued into Wednesday.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night. 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Japanese ICU Is Approved 


Mission in Iraq Will Be Undertaken 


Following a vote favoring participation 
in the International Christian University 
of Japan by the Presbyterian, U. S., Mis- 
sion (OUTLOOK, May 7) the Board of 
World Missions has now added its own 
endorsement to this movement. 

In previous actions the Board had al- 
ways left the door open to the support 
of the institution by individual Presby- 
terians but, chiefly because the Mission 
itself had not voted favorably, it had 
withheld its own participation. 


Condition Is Specified 


The recent action in Nashville, how- 
ever, is not yet complete. What the Board 
did was to authorize the participation of 
its missionaries and to express its own 
willingness to become a full participant 
on condition that the doctrinal basis of 
the ICU is made that of membership in 
the World Council of Churches—which 
is the affirmation that Jesus Christ is 
God and Savior. 

A delegation from the Board will make 
this request of the ICU Foundation in 
New York. Presenting the request will 
be officers of the Board, Wm. M. Elliott 
and Jas. A. Jones, and two executives, 
C. Darby Fulton and S. Hugh Bradley. 

Much of the opposition to participation 
in the ICU has been at the point of a 
creedal statement, with some Presbyte- 
rians insisting that various statements 
become the basis—the Westminster Con- 
fession, the Apostles’ Creed and others. 
However, with 14 Christian groups par- 
ticipating, from a diversity of back- 
grounds, it has seemed impossible of 
achievement. All groups now represented 
on the ICU Foundation are members of 
the World Council of Churches. 

In the unanimous action which the 
Nashville Board took it declared: 

“We recognize the value of the Japanese 
International Christian University to the 
Christian cause in Japan, and we approve 
of our missionaries’ unofficially cooperat- 
ing with the JICU in any way that seems 
practicable to them. 

“Further, we would favor becoming a 
member of the JICU Foundation in New 
York when it sees its way clear to put into 
its constitution the doctrinal basis of the 
World Council of Churches, which affirms 
the acceptance of Jesus Christ as God and 
Savior.” 

In an almost-unanimous action (per- 
haps one negative vote) the Board ap- 


proved cooperation by the Japan Mis- 
sion with the Japanese National Council 
of Churches, as the Mission itself had 
recently voted. Last year the Board had 
inquired of the Mission as to why it was 
not working with the NCC. 


First Moslem Land 


Another action of high importance 
added a new land for missionary oppor- 
tunity—Iraq, the first of the Moham- 
medan countries to be designated for 
Presbyterian, U. S., mission efforts. 

The venture in what was earlier called 
Mesopotamia will be made in a united 
action with Presbyterians, USA; Evan- 
gelical and Reformed; and the Reformed 
Church in America. The mission was 
established in 1924. Presbyterians, U. S., 
will go into the new work on an equal 
basis with the other participants. 

Situated on the Persian Gulf in south- 
western Asia, Iraq has an estimated pop- 
ulation of 5,100,000 Baghdad is the 
capital. Religious groups consist of the 
following: Moslem (Shiah) 53%; Mos- 
lem (Sunni), 35%; Christian, 2.8%; 
Jews, 2.5%; others, 6.7%. 

Eight countries in which the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., is already at work 
include: Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil, Bel- 
gian Congo, Portugal, Formosa, Japan 
and Korea, with all efforts in China 
halted. 


Presbytery Opposes 
United Church Name 


PITTSBURGH, PA. (RNS)—Pittsburgh 
Presbytery voted, 2'4-1, against the name 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
for a proposed merger of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the United Presby- 
terian Church of North America. 

It objected to forsaking the “historic 
name of Presbyterian” (for United Pres- 
byterian) in the event the merger is con- 
summated. A similar action was taken 
recently by the Mahoning (O.) Presby- 
tery. 

The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, will vote on the two- 
way merger when it meets in Philadel- 
phia, May 24-30. The General Assem- 
bly of the United Presbyterian Church 
will act at its meeting in Knoxville, 
Tenn., June 13-19. 

If the Assemblies approve it, the 


merger plan will be sent down to the pres- 
byteries of both churches for their vote. 
Should they endorse it, the two denomina- 
tions will unite in a combined General 
Assembly tentatively scheduled for May, 
1958, in Pittsburgh. 

The merged church will have about 
3,000,000 members and include more 
than 9,000 congregations and 10,000 or- 
dained ministers. 


Pastor Ils Deposed 


Santa Ana, CAL. (RNS)—Bertil Von 
Norman was ousted from the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, by unanimous action 
of Los Angeles Presbytery. 

In November, the presbytery perma- 
nently suspended him as pastor of the 
West Hollywood church for “insubor- 
dination.” He and six ruling elders of 
the church were found guilty of not com- 
plying with a 1953 presbytery directive 
to follow the terms of an estate left to 
the church. 

According to the presbytery, the estate 
was to be given to the Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions for work in Japan. 
Instead, the minister and elders applied 
it to the local work, the presbytery 
charged. 

Mr. Norman, now pastor of the Family 
Community church of Hollywood, was 
deposed after requesting in a letter to the 
presbytery that he be permitted to resign 
so that he could join another denomina- 
tion. 

The presbytery said his present church 
was “schismatic’”’ because it included 
many people who left the West Holly- 
wood church following his suspension. 


Montreat College 
Seeks “Permission” 


Although the 1955 Presbyterian, U. S., 
General Assembly declared that it had no 
relationship to any educational institution 
operated at Montreat, N. C., and dis- 
claimed “any financial responsibility for 
any such educational institution,” the 
problem appears as a likely issue for the 
1956 Assembly. 

Last year’s action was followed by fa- 
vorable action, requested by L. Nelson 
Bell of the Montreat trustees, for a “final 
appropriation of $50,000” which, he 
said, “will give the students and faculty 
an opportunity to make other arrange- 
ments if necessary and will allow the 
trustees to raise other funds, if possible.” 

The report of the trustees of the college 
to the approaching Assembly indicates 
that a new approach will be made. The 








difficulties of financing colleges are re- 
viewed and the necessity is stressed for 
“Montreat College (to have) a sufficient 
stable income to achieve that which the 
church desires for it.” The trustees “are 
confident that financial security can be 
established. They covet your permission 
and earnest prayer that this may be ac- 
complished.” 

However, the proposed recommenda- 
tions which are to be offered do not ap- 
pear in the Blue Book along with the 
Montreat report. 

Special gifts to the college during the 
year are listed: $115,000 from the estate 
of Amelie McAlister Upshur of New 
York; $42,560 from the Henry B. Simp- 
son family of Greenville, S. C.; $25,000 
from a foundation; four scholarships; 
and an organ from the Lookout Mountain 
church, Tenn. 

Additions to the faculty are announced 
for next fall: Geo. A. Anderson of Pres- 
byterian College (S. C.) to be vice presi- 
dent and professor of Bible; Orville E. 
Jones from Arkansas College to the de- 
partment of psychology. 


British Doctors Caution 
On Spiritual Healing 


Lonpbon (RNS)—A committee of Brit- 
ish doctors reported it can find no evi- 
dence of any type of illness cured solely 
by spiritual healing which cannot be 
cured by medical means. 

But the committee agreed there is con- 
siderable evidence supporting the value 
of religious ministrations in the treat- 
ment of various disorders. 

Declaring that, in a sense, all healing 
might be considered divine, the commit- 
tee said “many aspects of healing are 
still outside our present knowledge and 
this we should honestly and humbly 
admit.” 

The committee was appointed by the 
British Medical Association at the re- 
quest of the Church of England Commis- 
sion on Divine Healing, formed in 1953. 

The Anglican group is seeking to de- 
termine whether unexplained recoveries 
from prolonged illnesses are the result 
of “suggestion, spontaneous remission or 
divine intervention.” It also is con- 
cerned with cooperation between doctors 
and the clergy. 

The medical committee said it was 
often found, when cures claimed for 
spiritual healing were investigated, that 
the patient was, at the same time, con- 
tinuing treatment prescribed by doctors. 

It said that many cures effected by un- 
orthodox means, including spiritual heal- 
ing, are mainly due to suggestion. The 
committee added that such suggestion 
is more likely to be effective when it has 
a religious background. 

Doctors and clergymen can usefully 
cooperate, the physicians said, proposing 
informal meetings between them. 

The committee said in its report that 


the Council of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation invited three Roman Catholic doc- 
tors to participate in the inquiry but none 
accepted. 


U. S. G. A.—Montreat 


Fraternal Delegates 


Fraternal delegates to bear the greet- 
ings of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to other church bodies at this season are 
as follows: 

Presbyterian, USA—E. C. Scott, As- 
sembly’s Stated Clerk. 

United Presbyterian—Judge John A. 
Fulton or President Frank H. Caldwell, 
both of Louisville, Ky. 

Associate Reformed—John H. Leith, 
Auburn, Ala. 

Church of Scotland—Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, Louisville, Ky. 

To the Montreat Assembly of the U. S. 
Church will come: 

Presbyterian, USA—Glenn W. Moore, 
secretary of the General Council. 

United Presbyterian—Robt. H. Mayo, 
New Castle, Pa. 

Associate Reformed—L. P. Knox, Gas- 
tonia, N. C. 


Theologians See no Bar 
To Women Preaching 


LonpDOoN, (RNS)—Three noted Angli- 
can theologians have reported that there 
is nothing in Scripture which conclusively 
bars women from conducting morning 
and evening prayer services and “preach- 
ing in case of need.” 

They are Arthur Michael Ramsey, 
Archbishop of York and formerly Bishop 
of Durham; Harry James Carpenter, 
Bishop of Oxford; and Prof. C. F. D. 
Moule of Cambridge University. 

The theologians had been called upon 
to advise a special twelve-man commit- 
tee set up in 1953 by the Convocation 
of Canterbury to examine differences in 
the ministrv of lay women in the two 
Provinces of Canterbury and York. Head 
of the committee, which reported May 15 
to the Convocation of Canterbury, is 
Henry Colville Montgomery-Campbell, 
Bishop of London. 

The specific question which the com- 
mittee put to the theologians was whether 
an appeal to the authority of Scripture 
disallows the conducting of morning and 


_ evening prayer by authorized women. 


Asserting that they had made “a full 
examination of the relevant passages” in 
the New Testament, the theologians de- 
clared: 

“Appeal to Scripture is so inconclusive 
as not in itself to bar the possibility of 
women, with the church’s authorization, 
conducting morning and evening prayer 
and preaching in case of need.” 


“There is sufficient evidence,” they 
added, ‘that women prophesied in the 
apostolic age and that St. Paul gave a 
ruling as to their proper demeanor when 


prophesying and praying in assembly.” 

At the same time, the theologians said, 
“there is also evidence that he enjoined 
silence upon them in assembly and re- 
garded this ruling as a command of the 
Lord, and that he, or the author of the 
pastoral epistles, forbade women to 
teach.” 

The theologians concluded, therefore, 
that Scripture was inconclusive on the 
matter and did not of itself bar women 
from conducting the prayer services. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: | 


District of Columbia. Question: 
Why are not citizens of the District of 
Columbia permitted to vote? 

Answer: Washington, D. C., is not 
located in any state, and the Constitution 
provides for the exercise of the franchise 
only by citizens of the states. Attempts 
to amend the Constitution in this respect 
have not succeeded. It was never dream- 
ed when the Constitution was adopted 
that the population of the District of 
Columbia would one day exceed that of 
some states. The injustice is one that 
should be righted. 


Empty Pews. Question: You say that 
sixty per cent of church members stay 
away from church. To what do you at- 
tribute this? 

Answer: To the fact that laymen do 
not take their faith seriously enough. 
Many are content to be Christians in 
name only. They make almost no sacri- 
fice for their Lord. It is a tribute to the 
cause of Christ that it can grow and ex- 
pand in spite of the indifference of so 
many of its adherents. 


Quality of Congress. Question: Why 
can we not get a better type of represen- 
tation in Washington? 

Answer: The moral and spiritual qual- 
ity of Congress depends on the moral and 
spiritual quality found at “the grass 
roots.” How can you expect high quality 
in Congress when people at the grass 
roots encourage gambling and liquor and 
when homes are breaking up in an alarm- 
ing manner? Congress is not of low 
calibre—it is of better calibre than a 
goodly percentage of the electorate. 


Presbyterian Union. Question: Do 
you care to predict when Presbyterians, 
U.S., and Presbyterians, USA, will get 
together ? 

Answer: Yes. They will get together 
when both are closer to the Cross than 
they are now. 


How to Understand the Bible. 
“They only . . . understand the Bible 

. who come to the study of the Holy 
Scripture not because of intellectual 
curiosity, but through a deep concern to 
discover authoritative answers to the 
agonizing questions about God, sin and 
destiny.”—Joun A. Mackay. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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“The Things That Make for Peace’ 


ELIEVING that we live in a world 
that is under the dominion of the 
sovereign God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that his rule is fully revealed 
only to his church through Jesus Christ; 
Believing that both ignorance of God’s 
dominion as well as the refusal to ac- 
knowledge and obey him leads men and 
nations into rebellion against his pur- 
poses; and 

Believing that this rebellion creates 
political, economic, and social structures 
of power that tend to come under the rule 
of evil and seek to oppose the sovereignty 
of God at tragic human cost, 

The 168th General Assembly therefore 
reaffirms its conviction that: 

Neither the church as the body of 
Christ, nor any judicatory within it, such 
as the session, nor individual Christians 
as members, can responsibly ignore or 
be neutral toward the forces of evil in the 
world; 

War is one of the most tragic conse- 
quences of our corrupted freedom to rebel 
against God and submit to powers he has 
dethroned through Jesus Christ; 

In this nuclear age, war threatens all 
human beings with unamaginable horror, 
and people everywhere desperately hope 
to avoid it by whatever honorable politi- 
cal, economic, social, and personal 
changes will “make for peace” among 
men and nations; 

Such peace is ultimately of God and 
not of this world, but there is a peace 
possible in this world that is not simply 
the absence of conflict, nor yet simply 
“coexistence” between antagonistic pow- 
ers. This peace can come about through 
the reordering of contemporary life and 
its power structures for creative competi- 
tion with growing co-operation and recon- 
ciliation ; 

The creation of structures and chan- 
nels by which love can achieve justice in 
all the relationships of men and nations 
is also necessary ; 

And calls upon the churches and their 
members to support “the things that make 
for peace”’ 

—in international affairs , 

—in racial and cultural relations 

—in economic life 

—in community relations 

—in education 

—in other areas of our common life. 


I. In International Affairs 
Believing that the attainment of peace 
requires a structure, such as the United 
Nations, through which the nations can 
co-operate in diminishing the causes of 
disorder in the world, 
The 168th General Assembly there- 


fore: 


Hails the United Nations for the achieve- 
ments of the tenth assembly of the United 


MAY 28, 1956 


This comprehensive report with its 
recommendations is submitted by 
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Nations General Assembly, especially the 
admission of sixteen new member states; 

Urges local churches to reaffirm their 
support of the United Nations and its 
crucial importance as an instrument by 
which sovereign nations can meet to- 
gether, plan together, and act together 
“to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war” and “to promote social 
progress”; and 

Calls upon our Government to a more 
wholehearted participation in and support 
of United Nations agencies and programs 
such as technical assistance, UNESCO, 
UNICEF, etc. 


A. Disarmament 

Believing also that a just and durable 
peace requires the reduction of all types 
of weapons concurrently, with effective 
means of inspection and control, and 
vigilance against the encroachment of 
militarism which has pervaded our so- 
ciety; 

Reaffirming our historic opposition to 
universal military training as a perma- 
nent peacetime program; 

Realizing, however, that there is evi- 
dently no single Christian position re- 
garding the size and nature of the mili- 
tary forces needed for the ready defense 
of our country in the event of an enemy 
attack, 

The 168th General Assembly there- 
fore: 


Urges our Government to continue to 
initiate negotiations for the elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction, pursuing 
such negotiations vigorously within the 
collective security concepts of the United 
Nations, when possible and to continue to 
make unremitting efforts to find a solution 
to the present deadlock over methods of 
disarmament; 

Urges our Government to continue its 
full support of the Atomic Radiation Com- 
mittee of the UN to study the effects on 
human beings of radiation resulting from 
atomic experiments; and 

Calls upon Christians to accept any rea- 
sonable mutual risks which may be in- 
volved in new and untried proposals such 
as aerial inspection. 


B. Technical Assistance and Economic 
Aid 

Aware of the continuing need for eco- 
nomic aid to underdeveloped areas and 
of the growing competition between Com- 
munist and non-Communist countries in 
efforts to meet this need; 

Acknowledging that the foreign policy 
of all nations is inevitably conceived in 
terms of their own self-interest, but be- 
lieving that what ultimately serves the 


4 


good of the whole world community of 
nations must ultimately also serve the 
welfare of this country; and 


Noting that the American people have 
before them an unparalleled opportunity 
to demonstrate that a nation commonly 
called Christian can and will serve 
human needs not primarily on a basis 
of shortsighted self-interest, but in the 
larger context of the ultimate goal of 
peace; 

Realizing, moreover, that the motiva- 
tion behind an act of assistance, the spirit 
in which it is offered, and the manner 
in which it is administered are more im- 
portant than its size; 


Believing that there is no imminent pos- 
sibility of the termination or diminution 
of the need for economic assistance to 
underdeveloped regions, and that there 
is great need for stability and assurance 
in economic aid programs; and 

Believing also that international ex- 
change of students, farmers, and other 
vocational groups, including churchmen, 
is important in bridging the chasm be- 
tween East and West, and helps to create 
the world community through interna- 
tional understanding and co-operation, 

The 168th General Assembly therefore 
urges the Congress; 

To appropriate funds for economic aid 
on a long-term basis; 

To review and debate foreign aid pro- 
posals without malice and partisan ma- 
neuvering so that decisions will be made 
on the basis of need and in relation to our 
goal of peace; and promptly and unhesi- 
tatingly to support the technical assistance 
programs developed both by the United 
Nations and by our own Government; 

To expedite procedures making possible 
the substantial increase in dependable non- 
governmental programs for the distribu- 
tion of agricultural surpluses above the 
level of prudent reserves, through eco- 
nomic and technical aid such as CARE, 
crop, Church World Service. 

C. International Trade 

Approving our Government’s partici- 
pation in international programs and or- 
ganizations that work for the removal of 
discrimination in and restraint of trade; 

Remembering the long struggle to es- 
tablish a system of international agree- 
ments as fair as possible to all nations 
so as to lead toward economic equity in 
trade; and 

Being aware of opposition arising from 
claimed instances of inquiry to certain 
industries and economic interests, 


The 168th General Assembly urges our 





The Presbyterian, U. S., Christian 
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Government to ratify the Organization 
for Trade Co-operation as a necessary 
permanent instrument to administer gen- 
eral trade agreements. 


ll. In Racial and Cultural Relations 

Taking note of the wide diversity of 
response to the May, 1954, Supreme 
Court decision in all regions of our coun- 
try and in many areas of life besides 
that of education, 

The 168th General Assembly calls to 
the attention of the church the following 
specific examples of recent developments: 

1. As of December 31, 1955, 134,000 
Negro students were attending previously 
segregated white schools in eight states 
and the District of Columbia where seg- 
regation had been until recently enforced. 
Some 362 school districts were involved 
in these movements toward compliance 
with the Supreme Court’s decision. 

2. At the same time no single instance 
of a desegregated public school classroom 
existed in eight states—Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Flor- 
ida. 

3. The governments of at least six 
states have committed themselves, with 
substantial support in public opinion, 
either to oppose absolutely or to delay 
as long as possible compliance with the 
decision. 

4. In most Southern states and some 
border states groups calling themselves 
by such names as White Citizens Coun- 
cils have formed for the express purpose 
of using “every lawful means” to main- 
tain racial segregation in all areas of 
life at all costs. The means used have 
been most commonly “economic pres- 
sure.”” However, the use of intimidation, 
social and political pressure, and even 
occasional violence is not unknown to 
some persons in these groups, although 
their policies denounce violence. Negroes 
who are active in supporting efforts to 
desegregate public schools have been dis- 
charged from their jobs, had their mort- 
gages foreclosed, insurance policies can- 
celed, credit cut off, and, in the case of 
some merchants, have had wholesale de- 
liveries of goods stopped. Negroes and 
whites who have patronized supporters of 


desegregation or the right of Negroes to. 


vote have been threatened with similiar 
economic reprisals, and in some cases 
with veiled threats of violence. 

5. At least six ministers of the gospel 
are known to have been forced out of 
their pulpits because of statements they 
had made or positions they had taken 
relative to this issue. 

6. Increasing instances of racial vio- 
lence, bloodshed, and murder, the most 
publicized of which was the unresolved 
Emmett Till crime, are both symptoms 
and causes of racial tension and efforts 


to maintain white supremacy in the 
South. 

7. Most of the corporate church bodies, 
from the denominational to the state level, 
in the South as well as the North, have 
voiced support of the Supreme Court’s 
decision, but pressures on individuals and 
churches at the county and local level 
to conform to the prevailing mood have 
been in many localities extreme. Some 
Christians, both laymen and ministers, 
have seemed to support the programs of 
groups like the Citizens Councils, and a 
few have assumed positions of leadership 
in them. Many Christians are urging 
ministers not to take positions against 
segregation. 

The 168th General Assembly also di- 
rects the Stated Clerk to give encourage- 
ment and counsel to members of our pres- 
byteries and churches whose civil rights 
are infringed upon because of their stand 
for desegregation. 


A. Call to Corporate Action 

Recalling the common voice with which 
the universal Church of Christ has 
spoken on this issue of segregation ; 

Reaffirming its unshakable conviction 
that all forms of involuntary discrimina- 
tion and segregation because of race are 
denials of human worth and are contrary 
to the will of God; 

Reiterating that it is the policy and 
purpose of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America to work for 
a non-segregated church and a non-segre- 
gated society ; 

Recognizing that, because of certain 
social conditioning, a few Christians feel 
they cannot accept this position; that 
some others, while intellectually assent- 
ing to it, do not feel free as individuals 
to abide by it in certain concrete situa- 
tions; 

Acknowledging the impossibility of ap- 
portioning degrees of guilt or innocence 
for a sin that afflicts the whole body of 
the church, and that it is the church’s 
task to be not only a prophetic voice of 
God’s judgment but also an instrument of 
his reconciling grace; 

Remembering that the Scripture en- 
joins us all to “teach and admonish one 
another” (Col. 3:16), and to “stir up 
one another to love and good works” 
(Heb. 10:24), and believing Christians 
acting corporately and together are 
stronger in the Spirit than when left to 
act only as individuals; 

The 168th General Assembly there- 
fore: 

Enjoins presbyteries and, especially, 
church sessions to consider prayerfully, in 
the light of the testimony of Scripture 
for love and justice, the common voice of 
the Church Universal against racial segre- 
gation, and the developments cited above, 
what corporate response God asks of them 


in the specific situations in which they 
find themselves; and 


at least six ministers have been forced from their pulpits. 


Urges sessions of churches located in 
communities of racial tension to find ways 
of bringing Christians and other citizens 
together in small groups across racial 
lines to discuss their common problems 
and goals relative to desegregation. 


B. Relief of Victims of Reprisal 

Recalling the action taken by the Gen- 
eral Board of the National Council of 
Churches on December 1, 1955, in which 
it called those who have suffered eco- 
nomic reprisals for their stand on deseg- 
regration,” “political refugees in our own 
country,” and authorized Church World 
Service to use appropriate available funds 
for the emergency relief of these refugees, 

The 168th General Assembly urges in- 
dividual Christians to utilize this oppor- 
tunity to help bear the burdens of their 
fellow men under persecution, and to send 
gifts to Church World Service designated 
for the relief of “political refugees in 
our'country.” 


C. Residential Desegregation 

Acknowledging with gratitude that ad- 
vances have been made against racial dis- 
crimination in such areas as employment, 
education, and public accommodations, 
but also that a non-segregated church and 
a non-segregated society are unrealistic 
goals so long as the widespread pattern 
of residential segregation continues; 

Recognizing that, although some real- 
tors and real estate brokers may dis- 
criminate gratuitously against home buy- 
ers on racial grounds, many are forced to 
do so by clients who insist upon it; 

And admitting the possibility of tem- 
porarily strained relationships with for- 
mer neighbors when a homeowner sells 
his house to a minority family, 

The 168th General Assembly neverthe- 
less: 

Calls upon Christians who are contem- 
plating the sale of their property to see 
as of first importance the need of minority 
families for equal housing opportunities 
and adequate housing, and to notify their 
realtor that their house is available to all 
qualified purchasers of good character 
without regard to race, creed, or national 
origin; 

Directs the attention of homeowners to 
numerous studies of the effect of non- 
white home purchases on adjacent prop- 
erty values, proving that values do not 
necessarily decline and in fact often rise 
after such purchases; 

Reminds homeowners in “mixed neigh- 
borhoods” of the Christian values at stake 
in their community; 

And urges them to use every intelligent 
effort of goodwill to stem the tendency 
toward “panic selling” and increase the 
stability of their neighborhood. 


D. “Operation Desegregation”’ 

The 168th General Assembly com- 
mends to the church for study, discus- 
sion and action (1) the report of the 
Department of Social Education and 
Action on the progress of “Operation De- 
segregation” in local churches and Pres- 
byterian welfare institutions, (2) the 
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report of the Division of Higher Educa- 
tion on racial integration in the colleges, 
and (3) the report of the General Coun- 
cil on actions taken by the presbyteries 
relative to the General Council’s resolu- 
tion adopted by the 167th General Assem- 
bly. 


lll. In Economic Life 


Bearing in mind the request of the 
167th General Assembly that the Depart- 
ment of Social Education and Action 
conduct a study of economic developments 
in the light of Christian principles, giving 
special consideration to (1) new trends 
and issues in labor-management rela- 
tions, (2) national economic policies as 
related to foreign aid, (3) farm policies 
and problems (4) conservation of natural 
resources, and (5) the implications of 
the peaceful development of atomic en- 
ergy; 

Noting the holding of the third Na- 
tional Study Conference on the Church 
and Economic Life in Pittsburgh in 
April, 1956, under the auspices of the 
National Council of Churches, with rep- 
resentatives of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, includ- 
ing members of the Department of Social 
Education and Action, taking part; 

Noting also other study programs spon- 
sored by the Department of the Church 
and Economic Life of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, with Presbyterian co- 
operation and participation, 

The 168th General Assembly: 

Calls the attention of the churches to 
the reports and findings of the Pittsburgh 
Conference and commends them for ap- 
propriate study and action; 

Requests the Department of Social Edu- 
cation and Action to continue studies and 
surveys in the field of economic life, as 
suggested by the 167th General Assembly, 
and to prepare appropriate reports and 
recommendations for the churches. 

A. Agriculture 

Acknowledging the interdependence of 
nations, families, and all peoples every- 
where, as well as the growing interde- 
pendence among the many and diverse 
economic groups in our society, so that the 
welfare of one is linked with the welfare 
of all; 

Recognizing that the American farmer 
is basic to our domestic culture and that 
the prdducts he produces not only feed 
our people, but furnish much of our in- 
dustries with essential raw materials; 

Noting also in the country as a whole 
the cultural advance that has _ been 
achieved in the past half-century through 
science, mechanization, and the labors 
and technical skills of our farmers; 

Bearing in mind the diversified nature 
of the agricultural community, each seg- 
ment of which has structures and pro- 
cedures peculiar to itself but interde- 
pendent upon all other segments; and that 


a fragmented approach to a solution of 
the problems of any one segment as over 
against those of others tends to create 
even more serious difficulties for the 
whole economy ; 

Realizing that mankind now possesses 
sufficient technical skill to meet the basic 
human needs of people all over the world 
so that they may hope to overcome their 
ancient enemies of hunger and want; and 

Observing the pressing and continuous 
need for viewing all national policies in 
terms of their consequences for the lives 
of people everywhere; 

Reaffirming the declaration of the 166th 
General Assembly dealing with problems 
of agriculture and rural life, 

The 168th General Assembly: 

Calls upon Christian farmers and urban 
dwellers to seek mutual understanding of 
their diverse yet interdependent needs and 
problems, and to work for economic co- 
operation in our society that will trans- 
cend narrow self-interests and seek the 
greatest good for all, leavened as these ef- 
forts must be with justice and equality 
of opportunity; 

Encourages citizens to participate in 
government and in the development and 
support of responsible farm policies and 
programs, aimed at the goals of abundant 
production for the meeting of human need 
and justice to farm producers; 

Encourages farm people to continue to 
participate in co-operative movements for 
the solution of their problems. 

B. Conservation of Natural Resources 

Believing that all persons are accounta- 
ble to God for the stewardship of the 
earth and that care and wise management 
of cropland, water supplies, forests, and 
grasslands are the concern and responsi- 
bility not only of farmers but of us all, 

The 168th General Assembly calls to 
the attention of the churches the follow- 
ing observations: 


1. The phenomenal growth of popula- 
tion all over the world—including a daily 
increase in our own country of 7,500 per- 
sons, eventuating in an expected total of 
220 million by 1975—will require the 
production of at least 25 per cent more 
food and fiber for their sustenance, and 
demand almost double the volume of 
water now available; 


2. Present soil and land inventories 
show that the nation has only about 460 
million acres of farm land suitable for 
cultivation of the ordinary crops, and that 
a large part of this land must be protected 
from erosion and exploitation if our grow- 
ing populations are to be fed and clothed; 


3. Further facts are urgently needed 
about the conditions of the land, and 
prompt co-ordinated measures are neces- 
sary to keep good land productive and to 
reclaim eroded, barren land for future 
cultivation ; 

4. Water is a necessity of life and vast 
amounts of pure water are essential for 
the cultivation of food, the growth and 


health of urban, as well as rural areas, 
and the expansion of modern industry; 

5. There is urgent need for providing 
adequate and increased water supplies for 
irrigation and industrial uses, preventing 
water waste, reducing water pollution, 
finding means for equitable distribution 
of available water supplies, and control- 
ling the floods that injure or destroy land, 
property, and human life; 

6. The present programs of water con- 
servation tend to be piecemeal and incon- 
sistent, and there is urgent need for com- 
prehensive long-range plans for water 
development, with co-operation and co- 
ordination of federal agencies with each 
other, with states, and with local interests 
in the development of our water re- 
sources; 

7. The Presidential Advisory Commit- 
tee on Water Resources Policy has re- 
viewed all aspects of our national water 
supply problems and has recommended 
much-needed modern and comprehensive 
water policies. 

The 168th General Assembly there- 


fore: 


Encourages church groups in cities, as 
well as rural areas, to study the report of 
this committee, and particularly com- 
mends it to the attention of the Presby- 
terian Rural Fellowship; 

Commends individuals, churches, and 
civic groups for their prompt and gener- 
ous aid to flood victims, and for the con- 
tinued interest in rehabiliation in disaster 
areas; 

Encourages farmers and ranchers to co- 
operate with the soil conservation service 
of the Department of Agriculture in its 
land capability inventory program, which 
provides a thorough acre-by-acre examina- 
tion of the land and valuable data about 
the most appropriate use of cropland, for- 
ests, grasslands, and wildlife reservations: 

Urges state and Federal government 
agencies and legislators to carry out public 
policies that will give state and national 
forests and grasslands maximum protec- 
tion from exploitation and selfish waste; 

Enjoins the churches to observe Rural 
Life Sunday by alerting their members to 
their Christian concern for farm problems 
and by encouraging studies that will 
create greater understanding. 


C. Low-Income Families 

Noting that despite the stability of our 
national economy and our continued eco- 
nomic growth, millions of American fami- 
lies are living in a continuing state of 
poverty and depression, and are not shar- 
ing in the over-all advances in living 
standards and the economic well-being 
of our nation; 

Realizing also that approximately 50 
per cent of American farm families have 
an annual money income of $2,000 or 
less, that one out of every ten families 
in urban and rural areas in the United 
States still receives a money income of 
less than $1,000 per year, that approxi- 
mately two families out of ten have an 


(Continued on page 12) 


... one of ten families still receives less than $1,000 a year. 
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EDITORIAL 


On Marriage and Divorce 


Despite the fact that total agreement 
seemed impossible in the Presbyterian, 
U. S., committee studying the involved 
question of marriage, divorce and re- 
marriage, we can be grateful that the 
committee is presenting such an able and 
penetrating report to the Montreat As- 
sembly (OuTLook, Apr. 16, 23, 30). 

The committee has raised a number of 
questions about the church’s relationship 
to the marriage ceremony that are not 
often considered. It underscores the im- 
portant point that, in this regard, the 
church has never (at least in modern 
times) thought through its involved re- 
lationship to the state. 


Although the committee is unable to 
present the sort of report which it re- 
gards as completely satisfactory, it does 
propose some important steps toward that 
end. 

One such step is the elimination of 
paragraphs 5 and 6 of Chapter 24 of the 
Confession of Faith, recognizing two Bib- 
lical grounds (and two only) for divorce 
and presumably for remarriage—adultery 
and irremediable desertion. The report 
makes it clear that there is no sound 
Scriptural warrant for these two excep- 
tions to the Christian principle of mar- 
riage “till death us do part.” The com- 
mittee recommends deletion of the two 
paragraphs in order that the church may 

















“bear witness to the divine intention of ~ 


marriage as set forth in the Bible, with- 
out any exception.” 

If there is to be such a witness, how- 
ever, and certainly such witness is to be 
desired, a new paragraph will need to be 
written with this point definitely in 
mind. The ad interim committee ap- 
parently failed to note that elimination of 
Paragraphs 5 and 6 of Chapter 24 leaves 
the church without any statement of the 
Christian ideal regarding the perpetuity 
of marriage. 


§ 


A second forward step in the ad in- 
terim committee’s report—and one which 
will be even more necessary if the first 
is approved—is the proposed revision of 
the Book of Church Order which recog- 
nizes, in effect, the legitimacy of remar- 
riage after divorce when there is due 
penitence for the failure of the previous 
marriage and a sincere desire for the 
establishment of a Christian home. 


Every Commissioner 


It should be encouraging to anticipate 
this year that for the first Presbyterian, 
U. S., Assembly ever to meet at Montreat, 
there will be no reason to violate the 
Assembly’s own principle that every com- 
missioner shall be treated like every other 
one. 

Across the past 25 years gratifying 
progress has been made, from the time 
when the six or eight Negro commission- 
ers were fed in the kitchen and housed in 
the “little green shacks” occupied by the 
servants of the Assembly Inn, to these 
better days when a group can be received 
and entertained there with absolutely no 
discrimination. 


Assemblies in recent years have almost 
reached an absolute equality at Montreat, 
but not quite, for Negro commissioners 
have been housed, in the past few years, 
in a section of Howerton or Geneva Hall 
—with good accommodations but segre- 
gated. There has been no distinction in 
the cafeteria. Still, it was not until the 
professors’ conference met there late last 
summer, that any group, with Negroes 
included, was afforded absolutely unre- 
stricted treatment including housing in 
the Assembly Inn. Although a former 
Moderator requested that Negroes be wel- 
comed to the Inn like any other commis- 
sicners in 1954, it was not until the pro- 
fessors gathered there last year that this 
was actually done. 


Now, we should be glad to anticipate 
that the Assembly’s own demand that its 
commissioners be accorded equal and un- 
discriminating treatment, can be demon- 
strated in every particular at the church 
home of the denomination. It was done 
at Massanetta and last vear at Richmond. 
Now, it can be done at Montreat. 

While we are on this point, it should 
be a recognized practice that the Assem- 
bly shall meet only in situations that con- 
form to this policy. It is not worth going 
into any city, whatever the attractions, if 
the dignity and respect of the Assembly 
must be infringed by discrimination 
against any commissioner because of race, 
color or other external considerations. 
Many a Christian body has made it clear 
that it will henceforth meet in no locality 
where its ewn standards are not recog- 
nized and honored in this regard. The 
U. S. Assembly has made it quite clear 
that its commissioners, wherever it meets, 
are to be treated with uniform respect 
and dignity, and without discrimination. 


This practice should certainly be fol- 
lowed unless and until the Assembly 
itself established other rules. If Billy 
Graham can require, as he has for the 
past two years, that any city in which he 
conducts a crusade shall follow in good 
faith a rule of no segregation in connec- 
tion with his meetings, then it would 
appear that a Presbyterian Assembly 
could hardly do less than to require full 
compliance with its own standards. 


Trouble for Pastors 


One section of the report on Chris- 
tianity and Health which will come be- 
fore the Montreat General Assembly is 
almost sure to be badly abused. That is 
the section suggesting books to be studied. 

This report was reviewed here earlier 
(Apr. 9), largely re-emphasizing the 
study of the committee a year ago. At 
the close of the report a list of books is 
provided for those who wish to study all 
phases of the question—including some 
of the weird and unwholesome aspects of 
the movement. 

The committee asks that the report, 
with the booklist, be printed for wide 
distribution. If this is done, then the 
results will be bad, for despite the cau- 
tion in an introductory paragraph that 
“some of these books contain material 
with which the members of this commit- 
tee would be in definite disagreement,” 
the average reader is going to single out 
almost any book on the list (circulated by 
Assembly authority) as one that ought 
to be studied. One of the worst possible 
manifestations in so-called “faith heal- 
ing” is described in one book on the 
committee’s list, telling how the author 
is widely known and that his book “has 
been sold in tremendous volume.” That 
is all the recommendation a superficial 
reader wants. Moreover, the committee 
has not pointed out how fraudulent this 
particular effort is. 

No one should object to providing such 
a booklist for a serious student of the 
subject, but when a list goes out as a 
recommendation for general reading, then 
we had better try to fortify ourselves 
with even more material than some des- 
perate pastors are now trying to put into 
the hands of their troubled people. 

We think we know something about the 
situation pastors are facing because of 
the steady stream of requests which keep 
coming to us for reprints of the exposé, 
“What About the Faith Healers?” which 
appeared here last Sept. 19. We have 
never had such demands for any item nor 
more grateful appreciation for providing 
it. 

Maybe the problem would be solved if 
the books presenting “extreme positions” 
were omitted—at least until a salutary 
corrective is available next fall in the 
John Knox publication of the book by 
Wade H. Boggs, Jr., on Faith Healing 
and the Christian Faith! 
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PRAISING GOD IN 3/4 TIME 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 
Psalm 66:1 (and six other places in the 
Psalms) 


LEARNED brother whose gifts as 

a writer and skill as a theologian 
have placed many, including the present 
writer, in his debt, has recently gone off 
the deep end. In a charming little book, 
99% excellent, in discussing public wor- 
ship, the author trips over his prejudices. 
Even a theologian must be allowed a few 
of these, to be sure; but they should not 
be allowed to dictate. The remark which 
stimulated these further remarks, is to 
the effect that it is difficult to praise God 
in 3/4 time. Our theologian evidently 
associates 3/4 time with waltzes or the 
Hit Parade or something. He may have 
a prejudice against dancing; we know 
one of David’s wives (a good woman too) 
shared the same prejudice. 


However, it is really not difficult to 
praise God in 3/4 time. Turning to the 
new Hymnbook, we find the very first 
hymn in 3/4 time. Since the words were 
written in 1680 and the music in 1665, 
we can hardly blame hill-billy blues for 
the time or the tune. But perhaps our 
author has not seen The Hymnbook. 
What he surely must have been singing 
out of is one of the standard Presbyterian 
hymnals. A hasty survey brings to light 
the following hymns, all of them (I 
think) among the more familiar; these 
are not by any means all of the 3/4 time 
melodies in the book. Consider the list: 
O Worship the King (either to Lyons or 
Hanover), Praise Ye the Lord (#6 in 
The Hymnal); Sun of My Soul; The 
Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended; Come 
Thou Almighty King; O God, the Rock 
of Ages (6/4 time); the tune Park Street 
(various words being set to this tune) ; 
Immortal, Invisible (66 in The Hymnal), 
Lord of All Being; The First Noel; Silent 
Night; The Strife Is O’er; Immortal 
Love, Forever Full; O Could I Speak the 
Matchless Worth; the tune St. Agnes 
(words “Come Holy Spirit’’ and others) ; 
Just as I Am (6/4); Come Thou Fount 
of Every Blessing; Alas and Did My 
Saviour Bleed; O For a Heart to Praise 
My Ged; Faith of Our Fathers; Lead 
Kindly Light; Be Thou My Vision (325 
in The Hymnal); Eucharistic Hymn 
(353); Jesus Thou Joy. of Loving 
Hearts; O Master Let Me Walk With 
Thee; the tune Pentecost (various fa- 
miliar words); and last but not least, 
America. 





University of DUBUQUE 


Intellectually Vigorous . . Consciously Christian 


Fully Accredited College of 
Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary. 
In its Second Century of Service. Under 
auspices of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
WRITE: Admissions Department, University | 
of Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa \ 





MAY 28, 1956 


ONSIDERING the antiquity and 

the popularity of those tunes, it cer- 
tainly is at least an over-hasty obiter 
dictum to call it hard to worship God in 
3/4 time. Of course we all know what 
was probably intended by that crack. 
There are tunes which are pretty giddy, 
and sometimes tunes which are too frivo- 
lous for the serious words set to them. 
For instance, it rubs a good many people 
the wrong way, and amuses others, to hear 
a congregation singing “I was sinking 
deep in sin” to a tune that is better fitted 
for a Maypole dance. And there used to 
be a hymn in the old Southern Presby- 
terian Psalms and Hymns of which the 
words were lugubrious enough—it went 
something like 


“Come ye sinners, poor and wretched 
Weak and languid, sick and sore. .. 


but the tune was the familiar nursery- 
rhyme tune that used to be sung with the 
words: 

“Go tell Aunt Sally, go tell Aunt Sally, 


Go tell Aunt Sally, her old gray goose is 
dead.” 


(The present writer once saw a choir 
convulsed and a tone-deaf preacher puz- 
zled and hurt by their giggles, when the 
organ burst forth into that gay tune.) 
Such weddings of December and May are 
happily eliminated from modern Presby- 
terian hymnals. In fact, a person who 
finds all 3/4 time too frivolous to sing, 
will have most of his hymnal left, for 
only a small proportion of hymns, after 
all, are in triple time. 


But the 3/4 tunes, even the lively ones 


like ‘Praise Ye the Lord” and “Be Thou 
My Vision,” have a rightful place in 
public worship. Must all our worship 
be to solemn tunes, The Old Testament 
saints were often bidden to make a “‘joy- 
ful noise” to the Lord, and 3/4 time is 
nearly always joyous. (Not always, as 
a look at that list will show.) Adagio 
time, something usable in slow and ma- 
jestic processionals—this is right and has 
its place too. But the mood of public 
worship, while it ought always to be dig- 
nified, need not always be in 4/4 time! 


S A matter of fact, we have excellent 

precedent for going outside the sol- 
emn precincts of chancel and altar for 
musical inspiration. In the titles of some 
of the Psalms of the Bible are. words 
and phrases indicating, to the minds of 
some scholars, that very likely these 
psalms were set to then-popular tunes. 
No. 69 is to the tune of “Lilies”; 22 to 
“The Hind of Dawn”; 56 to “Dove of 
the Far-Off Terebinths”; 84 and others 
to a “Vintage Melody” (Moffatt). These 
sound rather like 3/4 time melodies; at 
any rate, anything but “churchly.” In 
our own America one of the great hymn- 
composers was Lowell Mason, who 
adapted popular melodies to religious 
words. It is possible that there were 
sober theologians in those days who felt 
that such tunes were most undignified. 
But the common people sang them 
gladly. 

Come, professors and preachers and 
purists all: have you never read of Chris- 
tian people leaping for joy? When prais- 
ing God is really hard, we need some 
2/2 chant; but when our feet just won’t 
stand still, when it is really easy to praise 
God, then we need those 3/4 tunes. 
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COMMENCEMENT __) wtiova: Stay 20; (2) clifton B. Moore, 





Los Angeles, Calif.. May 23; Hugh Mc- 


Speakers announced for the approaching Dade, Aluminum Co. of America, May 19; 


commencement season are listed beléw. CC. Morton Hanna, Louisville, Ky., May 20. 
Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate King (Tenn.), (1) David W. A. Taylor, 
preacher; (2) commencement speaker; Bristol, Va., May 20; (2) J. McDowell 
(3) others. Richards, May 22. 

Trinity (Texas), (1) Wm. E. Everheart, Jamestown (N. Dak.), (1) Loyal E. Tal- 
Amarillo, Texas, May 27; (2) John D. _ lakson, Fargo, N. D., June 3; (2) Harry 
Wheeler, May 28. A. Bullis, Minneapolis, Minn., General 
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Mills, June 4 

Presbyterian (S. C.), (1) Robert Strong, 
Augusta, Ga., June 3; (2) Marshall C. 
Dendy, Richmond, Va., June 4. 

Mitchell (N. C.), (1) Legh R. Scott, 
Rome, Ga., May 27; (2) M. T. Lambeth, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., May 29. 

Agnes Scott (Ga.), (1) Nels F. S. Ferré, 
Nashville, Tenn., June 3; (2) Theodore 
A. Distler, Washington, D. C., June 4. 

Mary Baldwin (Va.), (1) John H. Grey, 
Williamsburg, Va., June 3; (2) Virgilia 
Peterson, New York, June 4. 

Occidental (Calif.), (1) Geo. Hunter 
Hall, Phoenix, Ariz., June 10, (2) J. D. 
Zellerbach, Crown Zellerbach Corpn., 
June 10. 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.), (1) Kelsey 
Regen, Durham, N. C., June 3; (2) Harold 
H. Helm, Chemical Corn Exchange Bank, 
New York, June 4. 

Coe (Iowa), (1) Walter H. Staves, Van 
Nuys, Calif., June 10; (2) John Cowles, 
Minneapolis, Minn., June 10. 

Stillman (Ala.), (1) Albert C. Winn, 
Stillman professor, June 3; (2) I. A. 
Derbigny, Tuskegee, June 3. 

Lindenwood (Mo.), (1) Theodore A. 
Gill, Chicago, June 1; (2) Mayor H. Roe 
Bartle, Kansas City, Mo., June 2. 

Waynesburg (Pa.), (1) Kenneth P. Rut- 
ter, Johnstown, Pa., June 10; (2) Francis 
P. Gaines, Lexington, Va., June 10. 

Flora Macdonald (N. C.), (1) Albert 
G. Edwards, Harrisonburg, Va., June 3; 
(2) Congressman L. H. Fountain, Tarboro, 
N. C., June 4; (3) Wm. H. Neal, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., June 2. 

Lafayette (Pa.), (1) Frederick B. Crane, 
Hazleton, Pa., June 6; (2) Vice-President 
Richard Nixon, Washington, D. C., June 7. 

Whitworth (Wash.), (1) President 
Frank F. Warren, June 10; (2) Harold E. 
Stassen, Washington, D. C., June 11. 

Millikin (Ill.), (1) Jos. R. Laughlin, 
Urbana, Ill., June 3; (2) Carleton Smith, 
National Arts Foundation, New York, 
June 4. 

Lincoln (Pa.), (1) President Horace 
Mann Bond, June 3; (2) Panel of alumni: 
Thurgood Marshall, Clarence Mitchell, 
Franklin Williams, Robert Carter, all offi- 
cials of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, June 4. 

Wilson (Pa.), (1) Paul S. Wright, Port- 
land, Ore., June 3; (2) Bertha Paulssen, 
Gettysburg, Pa., June 4. 

Blackburn (Ill.), (1) Wm. W. Swift, 
college chaplain, June 1; (2) John M. 
Olin, June 2. 

Parsons (Iowa), (1) Frank Grebe, New 
York City, June 3; (2) J. Ray Price, Union 
Carbide & Carbon, June 3. 
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You Are in BIG Business 


Presbyterian higher education, although small in 
proportion to all such education in the South, 
looms large in the finances of our Church. It 
represents $1,303,125 (1955) in the giving of 
local churches to this cause. For the synods which 
finance and control most of our institutions, this 
is big business. 

e Our 28 institutions enroll 9,507 students. 

e@ There are 779 faculty members. 

@ On the 28 campuses are 534 buildings. 

e The value of buildings and equipment is 

$41,351,263. 

e Endowments total $40,526,263. 

e Our program of higher elucation also in- 
cludes work with Presbyterian students and fac- 
ulty members in other church schools, private 
schools, and tax-supported institutions. It is es- 
timated that there are 60,000 Presbyterian stu- 
dents in the South, and more than 5,000 Presby- 
terian faculty members. 
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Role of the Liberal Arts College 


A liberal arts education of the type offered by 
our church colleges is not, and should not be, 
vocational education. The tremendous cost of 
professional and specialized education usually is 
paid for on a tax-support basis. 


Liberal arts education, on the other hand, is de- 
signed to impart to all students, regardless of pro- 
fessional preference, an understanding of all the 
forces which make up our civilization. It gives 
meaning and purpose to the events which we 
observe in our generation. Church colleges con- 
centrate on learning to live, which their officials 
believe should come before learning how to make 
a living. It should be remembered that most of 
the professions require a bachelor’s degree as a 


condition of entrance into specialized training. 
Increasingly, business is seeking men and women 
with the liberal arts education. 


It should be understood, also, that a church col- 
lege is first of all acollege. It is not characterized 
by narrow denominationalism. Church colleges 
furnish a channel through which our denomina- 
tion serves mankind and honors God. 
Providing leadership for the Church is a by- 
product of the educative process, although a very 
important one. 





Quality Education in a Christian Setting 
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THINGS THAT MAKE FOR PEACE 


(Continued from page 7) 


income of less than $2,000 and that in 
such depressed levels of living these 
families contribute little to our national 
productive effort and as consumers have 
severely limited ability to buy the goods 
and services they need; 

Recognizing that, in this period of eco- 
nomic abundance when national income 
and employment are at peak levels, we 
have favorable opportunity for new and 
vigorous efforts to assist people in im- 
poverished areas and restore them to 
higher levels of living and economic op- 
portunity ; 

Noting also that many people who live 
in these persistent pockets of poverty in 
rural areas live on farms that are too 
small and poor to be productive and 
profitable, and rural and urban low- 
income families lack training and skills 
to equip them to take more gainful em- 
ployment; 

Recognizing that a substantial num- 
ber of persons—adults as well as chil- 
dren—are not receiving suitable training 
to permit them to move out of the low- 
income group, because of limited school 
equipment and inadequate and poor 
teaching; 

Realizing also that because families in 
low-income areas suffer from a lack of 
medical care and hospital facilities their 
productivity and income are greatly below 
those of other segments of the population, 

The 168th General Assembly there- 
fore: 

Calls upon Congress and the Extension 
Services of the Department of Agriculture 
to enlarge the program of Rural Develop- 
ment with comprehensive rehabilitation, 
improved schools, vocational training, 
land conservation and improvement, and 
more effective extension services, low-cost 
supervised credit, and technical assistance 
to low-income families in farm areas; and 

Calls upon state legislatures and muni- 
cipal governments to develop tax plans 


that do not place added burdens on the 
chronically poor. 


IV. In Community Relations 
Believing that our churches have an 
important role to play in their communi- 
ties by joining forces with other churches 
and agencies in meeting human needs; 
Acknowledging that churches often fail 
to face realistically community changes 
Trlorvice FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 







If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, ete., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Folding 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia) 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 


80 CHURCH ST. Eset 7N Sale ZN 








MONROE CO 
12 


which require new understandings and 
new approaches, and that churches all too 
frequently isolate themselves from their 
communities by the multiplicity of their 
own church-centered programs which 
tend to blind their members to the needs 
of their neighborhoods and the wider con- 
cerns of city, state, and nation; 

Believing that many, if not most, of 
the great social issues of the day are re- 
flected in our communities, that here every 
Christian citizen, as well as the churches 
themselves, can join the world-wide strug- 
gle for justice, equality, and freedom; 

Believing too that in serving human 
needs in the community, the services of 
social workers and psychiatrists and edu- 
cators are needed as well as the help of 
spiritual advisers, and that there should 
be mutual respect and cooperation be- 
tween these counselors; 

Reaffirming the declaration of the 
166th General Assembly on the crucial 
need for co-ordinated city planning, ex- 
tended recreation facilities, housing and 
urban redevelopment, services to youth, 
and welfare services; and 

Noting the holding of the first Na- 
tional Conference on the Churches and 
Social Welfare in Cleveland in Novem- 
ber, 1955, 

The 168th General Assembly there- 
fore: 

Commends to the churches for study and 
action the message and reports of the first 
National Conference on the Churches and 
Social Welfare; 

Urges local churches to consider the 
needs of our “senior citizens” for (1) ade- 
quate employment opportunities that will 
afford them greater economic security, and 
(2) opportunities to make a useful con- 
tribution to our society; and to co-operate 
with other community agencies in provid- 
ing suitable activities for this growing 
group in our population; 

Encourages the Department of Social 
Education and Action to develop study and 


action materials related to the role of the 
churches in community life. 


A. Education 

Believing that education is an urgent, 
even critical, phase of community life 
with which the churches should be greatly 
concerned ; 

Noting especially the critical need for 
an estimated 140,000 more teachers and 
230,000 more classrooms; 

Recegnizing the deterioration of our 


educational facilities as a threat to the 
churches themselves; 

Reaffirming support of Federal aid to 
the states in meeting the needs of public 
education ; 

Approving the use of untrained teach- 
er-aides to free a larger proportion of the 
teachers’ time for actual teaching; 

Believing that churches can do much in 
their communities to increase respect for 
the teaching profession and for intellec- 
tual and cultural pursuits, 

The 168th General Assembly there- 
fore: 

Urges the churches to encourage quali- 
fied young people to enter the teaching 
profession as a Christian vocation, and to 
encourage adult members who are quali- 
fied to teach but who are not now so en- 
gaged, to return to teaching, on either a 
full-time or a part-time basis, as a form 
of Christian service; and 

Encourages Christians to take the in- 
itiative in seeking to establish citizens’ 
groups to work with professional groups 
in the interests of public education, such 
as the National Citizens’ Commission for 
the Public Schools, and the White House 


Conference (and related conferences) on 
Education. 


V. In Civil Liberties 


Recognizing that distorted ideas of 
patriotism are still being advanced by 
extremist groups and that social pres- 
sures are still militating against free ex- 
pression and honest dissent, 

The 168th General Assembly com- 
mends to the attention of the churches 
the pronouncements of the 165th Gen- 
eral Assembly on human rights and free- 
dom, the General Council’s Letter to 
Presbyterians of November, 1953, and 
the pronouncements of the 167th General 
Assembly. 


VI. In Other Areas of Social Concern 

The 168th General Assembly calls the 
attention of the churches to previous pro- 
nouncements on: 

—problems of alcohol, approved by the 
165th and 166th General Assemblies, re- 
affirmed by the 167th General Assembly; 

—gambling, approved by the 166th 
General Assembly; 

—narcotics, approved by the 165th and 
166th General Assemblies; 

—Christian citizenship, approved by 
the 160th General Assembly in 1948 and 
the 164th General Assembly in 1952, 
which set forth the imperatives for Chris- 
tian laymen in an election year. 





JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 
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The Gospel Overcomes Paganism 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 10, 1956 
Acts 18:23-21:16; Eph. 5:15-18 
Text for Study: 19:9-10,18-20,23-27; Eph. 5:15-18 


“The gospel overcomes paganism—so 
it does, but paganism lingers on in un- 
suspected places, and at times apparently 
wins the victory. So it happened in 
Ephesus. 


The City of Ephesus 


This city, which Paul visited on his 
third missionary journey, ranked after 
Rome, Alexandria and Antioch as the 
fourth city in the Empire and was the 
capital of Asia, which was the Empire’s 
richest and most populous province. It 
was a lively seaport at the mouth of the 
river Cayuster, on the main route that 
traversed the Roman Empire, and an out- 
let for all the rich commerce of the East. 
It was proud of its library, its baths, its 
stadium, and its magnificent open-air 
theatre, which seated almost 25,000 
people and was one of the largest in the 
ancient world. But its chief glory was 
its temple to Artemis (called Diana by 
the Romans), which was regarded as one 
of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
Enormous in size, built of marble and 
ivory, cyprus and cedar, adorned with 
priceless works of art by some of the 
world’s greatest artists, it had been more 
than two hundred years in building and 
attracted hordes of visitors from all over 
the world. 

They came not only to gaze and wor- 
ship but also to enjoy the dubious pleas- 
ures which it provided. Fugitives fled to 
it for safety. Rich men deposited their 
money in its coffers for safe keeping. 
Business men, cities and kings borrowed 
from it for their needs. An army of 
priests and their helpers, both men and 
women, many of whom were temple pros- 
titutes, belonged to it; and the majority 
of the Ephesians gained support from it 
in one way or another. 

Inside the temple was an image of the 
goddess Diana, which was said to have 
fallen from heaven. Little models of 
the central shrine with a replica of this 
image were made by the silver merchants 
and sold for souvenirs to visitors. In 
no other citv where Paul labored was a 
heathen cult so well organized, active 
and powerful, so intertwined with the 
wealth and power of the city. 


Paul’s Labors in Ephesus 

How could Paul win a city like this 
for Jesus? 

There were no missionary societies to 
support him as we have now, so he had 
to earn his own living. Fortunately he 
knew how to make cloth for tents and 
could get a job wherever he went. Every 
day during his three years stay in Ephe- 
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sus he toiled at the loom from daybreak 
or before until late afternoon. As he 
later reminded the elders of the Ephesian 
church: 

“You know well enough that these hands 
of mine provided for my needs and my 
companions. I showed you in every way 
that by hard work like that we must help 
those who are weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, who said, ‘To give 
is happier than to get’” (Goodspeed and 
Moffatt). 

The late afternoons which the Greeks 
devoted to relaxation, athletics, the thea- 
tre and the like, and no doubt many of 
the evenings, too, were spent by Paul in 
preaching, teaching, talking with in- 
quirers, counseling with church members, 
and discussing the various problems of 
the church. After he was forced out of 
the synagogue, Paul rented the lecture 
hall of a private school conducted by a 
man named Tyrannus. This hall be- 
came the headquarters of the church. 
People came here from all parts of Asia, 
and gradually under the apostle’s direc- 
tion, the gospel spread throughout the 
province. 

But Paul was not satisfied to talk only 
with those who sought him out in the 
lecture room of Tyrannus. When his 
labors here were ended, he went out and 
visited from house to house as long as 
time permitted, talking to everyone whom 
he met about Jesus. In this way he won 
new converts to the gospel and strength- 
ened believers in the faith (20:20). 


The Black Art 


In addition to the kind of work that 
we have mentioned Paul found time to 
heal some of those who were sick. He 
did not have the power that Jesus had to 
heal all of those who were brought to 
him. But in Ephesus he was given power 
to work miracles. No doubt there was a 
reason for this. 

Ephesus was noted for its devotion to 
the black art. Its streets swarmed with 
magicians and sorcerers who preyed on 
the credulous and took advantage of the 
unwary. It was commonly believed that 
demons took possession of men’s bodies. 
Some of their victims were sick, some 
paralyzed, some deaf and dumb, and 
some we would call half-witted or crazy. 
Men who cast demons out of such people 
were called exorcists. They waved their 
arms, went through various grotesque an- 
tics, pronounced formulas of incantation, 
built around some magical name, and 
sometimes the demons were driven out 
and the diseases dispelled. 

Perhaps God gave Paul in Ephesus 


powers which he did not always possess, 
so that he could show up these greedy, 
insolent miracle-mongers. At any rate, 
Luke tells us that “God did extraordinary 
miracles by the hands of Paul, so that 
handkerchiefs or aprons were carried 
away from his body to the sick” (19:11). 
Some of the strolling Jewish exorcists, 
who went from city to city healing people 
and casting out demons, when they saw 
the wonderful cures which Paul per- 
formed, decided that there must be some 
especial potency in the name of Jesus and 
began to weave it into their charms. 

One day seven brothers, sons of a 
Jewish high priest named Sceva, tried it 
on a demoniac with disastrous results. 
The spirit said, “Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know, but who are you?” And the 
man jumped on them, tore their clothes 
off them, and beat them until they ran 
for their lives. 


The story spread through the city and 
people were greatly impressed. The re- 
sult was that scores of people came into 
the church and many of the Christian 
people who had continued to practice 
magic arts in spite of their baptism 
brought the incantations which they had 
purchased and burned them—so that 
others might not be tempted to use them 
—before a crowd which gathered to see 
the sight. When they counted up the cost 
of the charms which had been destroyed, 
they found that it amounted to about 
$10,000, a large amount of money for that 
day. 

It is strange that civilized people were 
willing to spend so much for magical 
incantations. It is even more strange 
that so many people today, in spite of all 
our scientific knowledge, still do the 
same. An article which appeared in one 
of our magazines a few years ago said, 

“Fortune tellers are flourishing as they 
have not before in generations. The draw- 
ing of horoscopes, numbering of names, 
staring at glass balls, table-tipping and 
muttering over teacups find an increas- 
ingly large number of believers.” 

A writer in the Reader’s Digest, a few 
years ago, estimated that in New York 
city alone $25,000,000 a year crossed the 
palms of clairvoyants. Since then busi- 
ness of this type has increased. There 
are more than 25,000 astrologers in the 
U.S. who claim that they can foretell the 
future by looking at the stars. One of 
our national magazines reports that plain 
people are willing to pay seers up to $50 
a session to learn how to get rich, and 
rich people send their secretaries to find 
out how to stay that way. Customers in- 
clude diplomats who want to know world 
policy trends and movie stars curious 
about box office statistics. The world 
hasn’t changed so much since Paul’s days 
after all. We still need to fight a super- 
stition which seeks to force or foretell 
the future. “Christian faith believes in 
God’s care of his people, seeks to find 
and do God’s will, and trusts God to 
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make things work together for good to 
those who love him.” 


Many Adversaries 

Paul met opposition in Ephesus as he 
had in every place he had been. But 
here there was more of it. He was forced 
to leave the synagogue after a stay of 
only three months (19:8-9). His ene- 
mies still did not leave him alone. Paul 
reminds the Ephesians elders some time 
later of the “trials which befell me 
through the plot of the Jews” (20:19). 
Writing to the Corinthians from Ephesus 
toward the end of his stay, he said, “I 
will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, for 
a wide door for effective work has been 
opened to me, and there are many adver- 
saries (I Cor. 16:8-9). Earlier in the 
same Epistle he tells us that he had 
fought with wild beasts in Ephesus 
(15:23). We do not know whether this 
means that Paul was actually forced to 
fight for his life in the arena or whether 
he had to contend with men as fierce as 
animals and as ready to tear him to 
pieces. But his language in I Corin- 
thians 4:8-13 makes it clear that he un- 
derwent much more than we are told. 
Just as men doomed to die in the arena 
were exhibited before the audience before 
they went to their death, so says Paul: 
“God has exhibited us . . . like men sen- 
tenced to death. . . . We have become 
a spectacle to the world. ... We (are 
held) in disrepute. . . . We hunger and 
thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and 
homeless, and we labor, working with our 
own hands. When reviled, we bless; 
when persecuted, we endure; when slan- 
dered, we try to conciliate; we have be- 
come, and are now, as the refuse of the 
world, the off-scouring of all things.” 

Luke describes only one scene out of 
many, the riot stirred up by a silversmith 
named Demetrius. The Christians were 
growing in numbers. The demand for 
the silver shrines of Diana were suffer- 
ing a corresponding decrease. Demetrius 
was concerned about his business. He 
called together his fellow-craftsmen, and, 
with the skill of a demagogue, played on 
the chords of financial interests and re- 
ligion and patriotism. ‘‘Men,” he said, 
“you know that from this business we 
have our wealth.” This was an appeal 
to their financial interests. “And you 
see and hear that not only at Ephesus, 
but almost through all Asia, this Paul 
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(the Greek would indicate that Deme- 
trius spat out these words contemptu- 
ously) has persuaded and turned away 
a considerable company of people, saying 
that gods made with hands are not gods.” 
This was an appeal to their religious 
prejudices. ‘And there is danger not 
only that this trade of ours may come 
into disrepute but also that the temple 
of the great goddess Artemis may count 
for nothing, and that she may even be 
deposed from her magnificence she whom 
all Asia and the world worship.”’ These 
last words were designed to arouse their 
patriotic fervor. 

His hearers rose up in wrath and cried 
out saying, “Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians.” As usual in such cases, 
the private economic interests were care- 
fully concealed. The people, however, 
aroused to a religious frenzy, took up the 
cry and soon the whole city was in a 
turmoil. Paul’s life was in danger, but 
fortunately his friends did not allow him 
to show himself. After some hours the 
mob was quieted by the town clerk (ac- 
tually the city’s chief executive), who 
reminded the people that Paul and his 
companions had not blasphemed against 
Artemis and that the courts were open, 
if Demetrius and his fellow-craftsmen had 
any legitimate grievance. The town- 
clerk was a level headed man. We need 
such today. Many men have had their 
reputations blasted in our own land in 
recent days by irresponsible scandalmon- 
gers who do not dare to bring their 
charges before a responsible court. 

On this occasion Paul suffered no 
bodily harm, but now the church could 
advance more in his absence. After the 
uproar ceased Paul sent for his disciples 
and exhorted them, and taking leave of 
them he departed to go into Macedonia. 

Several years later Paul wrote from 
Rome to the believers in Ephesus to re- 
mind them of how Christians should live 
in a pagan environment (Ephesians 
4:17—5:20). His words still have mean- 
ing for us. 


The Christian Way of Life. 

A Christian, Paul says, will not lie 
(4:25) or harbor resentment (4:26-27) 
or steal (4:28). He will not use speech 
that is corrupting (4;20-30), nor indulge 
bitter feeling (4:31—5:2), nor coun- 
tenance impurity (5:3-6). 

This leads Paul back to his general 


* principle (see 4:17-24)—that Christians 


must live by higher principles than non- 
Christians. ‘“Take no part in the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness,” he writes, ‘‘but 
instead expose them” (so the rsv). Chris- 
tians are to expose or show up the un- 


SPLEN-DOORS 


METAL (Steel & Alum.) FOLDING DOORS 
Durable—Stackless—Economical 
The door engineered for your church or 
school. Write for details and prices. 
SPLENDORS, INC. 

1313 W. 29th St., Indianapolis 25, Ind. 








fruitful works of darkness, not merely 
in word but also by their whole attitude 
of life. Paul exhorts them to undertake 
this duty by quoting the words of one of 
the popular hymns of the time, “Awake, 
O sleeper, and arise from the dead and 
Christ shall give you light” (5:14). 

The power of the light thus to trans- 
form the darkness suggests that the wise 
have a mission to redeem the time in 
which they live. “The days are evil in- 
deed, and the unwise are borne along in 
the drift of wickedness. The wise may 
stand their ground in the evil day, nay 
more, they may ransom the time from 
loss or misuse, release it from the bondage 
of evil and claim it for the highest good” 
(5:15-16). 

To redeem the time means to make the 
most of every opportunity. 

“Oriental lands put little emphasis on 
time—tomorrow is as good as today. A 
promise is most easily for ‘tomorrow’ as 
opposed to ‘do it now.’ The same diffi- 
culty is encountered in the apathy with 
which many people regard ... evils . 
which we have unfortunately not had the 
strength, patience, wisdom and integrity 
to eradicate.” 

How can we thus ransom the time, or, 
as verse reads literally, “buy up the op- 
portunity?” Paul makes two definite sug- 
gestions: 

First, there must be a positive appre- 
hension of the divine will in particular 
cases, such as qualifies for decisive ac- 
tion. “Be not foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is.” We dis- 
cover the divine will through the study of 
his word, in prayer, by spiritual thought- 
fulness, but also in many cases by hard, 
intellectual labor, and by a study of the 
facts. 

Second, there needs to be enthusiasm— 
based upon deep draughts of the divine 
spirit. As Bishop Gore says: 

“In Paul’s day, as in our own, men 
would seek escape from the dullness of 
life and its sense of isolation in the ex- 
citement and fellowship which comes of 
intoxicating drink. Other forms of mental 
intoxication were provided at Ephesus by 
a sensual religious enthusiasm. Paul 
would have the Christians confront such 
lawless excitement not merely with the 
spectacle of discipline and self-restraint 
but also with a counter-enthusiasm, purer 
but not less strong. . .” 

. to find the joy of living not in 
drunkenness and debauchery, but in a 
Spirit-guided life, that gives happiness 
and health of body and spirit. 

The times are evil. It is our duty to 
expose or show up the works of dark- 
ness, by our words and even more by our 
lives. To do this we need knowledge and 
we need enthusiasm; a knowledge of 
God’s will for each particular case, and 
a joyous enthusiasm that matches the en- 
thusiasm of the world, but that is drawn 
from the Spirit of the living God. In 
this manner and with God’s help let us 
live. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrichted by the Divi- 


vision of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE GRANDEUR AND MISERY OF MAN. 
By David E. Roberts, Oxford University Press, 
New York. 186 pp., $3.00. 

This is a posthumous volume of ser- 
mons by the late dean of students and 
occupant of the chair of philosophy of 
religion at Union Theological Seminary 
of New York. Its publication indicates 
clearly what a loss American Christianity 
suffered in the death of Dr. Roberts at 
the early age of 44. A man with such 
intellectual capacity, warmth of feeling, 
and clarity of expression would doubtless 
have continued to have a growing in- 
fluence on many minds. 

The title sermon is one of twenty mes- 
sages selected from his carefully prepared 
manuscripts. Several of them had been 
previously published, two having appear- 
ed in different editions of Best Sermons, 
edited by G. Paul Butler, but this is the 
first complete volume of sermons from his 
pen. 

They are not what would be generally 
called “popular” sermons. Apparently 
prepared for congregations in college and 
university centers, they are more pro- 
found in their presentation than the aver- 
age Sunday congregation would appre- 
ciate. But those who read them carefully 
will be enriched by their depth of under- 
standing and freshness of presentation. 

A good example of the author’s theo- 
logical insight is his comment about the 
forgiving power of God: 





“By forgiveness I do not mean the abro- 
gation of justice. I mean employing the 
instruments of justice without vindictive- 
ness and with a penitent realization of our 
own share of guilty responsibility for the 
tragedies of these times.” 


His deep conviction about the reality 
and value of the Christian faith is illus- 
trated in this statement in his sermon on 
“Hope”: 

“What we really need for a restoration 
of morale is not some shot in the arm that 
will keep us working efficiently. What we 
really need is the assurance that, despite 
the perils which surround us, and despite 
the mystery of death which stands at the 
end of the road, we belong to a fellowship 
within which we can find abundant life.” 


This is a book one needs to own rather 
than borrow, for the thoughtful reader 
will want to return to it again and again. 


J. Matco_tm MurcHIson. 
Concord, N. C. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Modern Rivals to Christian Faith. Cor- 
nelius Loew. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1.00. 

The Significance of the Church. Robert 
McAfee Brown. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1.00. 

The Cross in the Old Testament. H. 
Wheeler Robinson. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $3.00. 

The Teaching of the Epistle to the He- 
brews. Geerhardus Vos. Wm. B. Eerd- 
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mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
$2.00. 

The Wisdom of the Torah. 
Dagobert D. Runes. 
N. Y. $5.00. 

The Mighty Beginnings. Edited by Gar- 
land Evans Hopkins. Bethany Press, St. 
Louis. $3.00. 

To Whom Shall We Go? D. M. Baillie. 
Chas. Scribners Sons, N. Y. $3.00. 

The History of Christianity 1650-1950. 
James Hastings Nichols. Ronald Press 
Co., N. Y. $5.00. 

The Virgin Mary. Giovanni Miegge. 
Translated by Waldo Smith with a fore- 
word by John A. Mackay. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 

Combatting the Dropout Problem. Charles 
M. Allen. Science Research Associates, 
Inec., Chicago. $1.00, paper. 

Helping Children Discover Books. Doris 
Yates. Science Research Associates, Inc., 
Chicago. 50¢, paper. 

Modern Man. Ashley Montagu. Science 
Research Associates, Inec., Chicago. 60¢, 
paper. 

Teacher's Handbook. Louis P. Thorpe, 
D. Welty Lefever, Robert A. Naslund. 


Edited by 
Philosophical Library, 


“For better, 
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The most appropriate wedding gift (or long before)* 


Science Research Associates, Inc., Chicago. 
35¢, paper. 

How to Work With Parents. Maria Piers. 
Science Research Associates, Inc., Chicago. 
$1.00, paper 

Make Your Study Hours Count. C. d’A. 
Gerken and Alice Kemp. Science Research 
Associates, Inc.. Chicago. 50¢, paper. 

Guide to Good Leadership. Kenneth A. 
Wells. Science Research Associates, Inc., 
Chicago. 50¢, paper. 


Mission U. S. A. James W. Hoffman. 


Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. $1.25, 
paper. 

The Weekday Church School. Erwin L. 
Shaver. The Pilgrim Press, Boston. $2.50. 


Sermons on Marriage and Family Life. 
Edited by John C. Wynn. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville. $2.75. 

The Church in Southeast Asia. Winburn 
T. Thomas & Rajah B. Manikam. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. $1.25, paper. 

“The Minister Behind the Scenes. George 
Hedley. The Macmillan Company, N. Y. 
$2.59. 

Zip-Zip and His Flying Saucer. John M. 
Schealer. E. P. Dutton & Co., Ine., N. Y. 
$2.50. 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

Robert T. Coit, Lewisburg, W. Va., will 
become pastor of the Milton, Fla., church 
early in June. 

John W. McCracken from Chicago, IIl., 
to 720 N. Humphrey Ave., Oak Park, IIL 

Dan F. Goodwin, Jr., Port Sulphur, La., 
will become pastor of St. Andrew’s 
church, 1604 N. Weatherford St., Midland, 
Texas, June 15. 

Frank C. Wilkinson from Biscoe, N. C., 
to Rt. 7, Box 298, Fayetteville, N. C. 

E. L. Willingham, 3d, from Westminster 
Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa, to Rt. 2, 
Box 483, Greenville, N. C. 

Wm. R. Reily, Mansfield, La., will re- 
turn to the Belgian Congo Mission in 
July, after extended furlough and pasto- 
rate in this country. 

H. Grady James from Cisco, Texas, to 
511 N. E. 4th St., Durant, Okla. 

C. R. Slider from Marks, Miss., to 7322 
Hermitage Rd., Richmond 28, Va., June 1. 

Dan H. McCown from Keytesville, Mo., 
600 Cavite St., Wake Village, Texas. 

Samuel H. Hay, 36 years pastor of the 
First church, Morristown, Tenn., has re- 
tired from the pastorate and will make 
his home at 336 Edisto Ave., Columbia, 
S. C. He has been made pastor emeritus 
of the Morristown church. 

J. Kemp Hobson from Blountville, 
Tenn., to Mentone, Ala. 

E. P. Nichols from Newnan, Ga., to 
207 S. East St., Covington, Ga. 

Carl Wilson, formerly of Shawmut, 
Ala., has begun his work as pastor of 
the churches in the new Bethel field, 
Piney Flats, Tenn. 

L. T. Newland will retire as pastor of 
the Blowing Rock, N. C., church June 30. 

Geo. A. Fletcher, formerly of Ellerbe, 
N. C., is the new pastor at Wilmore, Ky. 

D. F. Waddell, who has been pastor of 
Calvary church, Johnson City, Tenn., now 
serves Bethany church, Rt. 4, Jonesboro, 
Tenn. 


DEATH 

Wm. L. Kilpper, Dubuque, Iowa, editor 
of The Presbyterian Messenger, died 
while assisting at the funeral of a fellow- 
minister, Geo. Uhden, early this month. 
Appointed temporary editor of the paper 
is W. D. Martin of Dubuque. 


EARNED DEGREES 


Columbia Seminary (Ga.)—Th. M., Geo. 
R. McMaster, Monticello, Ga., “A Study 
of the Basis and Methodology of Eductive 





Counseling as Developed by Seward Hilt- 


ner.” 

Union Seminary (Va.)—Th. M.: Oswald 
Delgado, Winter Park, Fla., “Sermons and 
Notes on the Epistle of James’; Wm. G. 
Dorriss, Gainesville, Ga., “The Secrets of 
Pulpit Power”; David R. Holt, Miami, Fla., 
“Stewardship and the Professional Fund- 
Raiser”; H. G. M. Jones, Tunstall, Va., 
“A Survey of Evangelism in Colonial 
America”; Hong Chun Kim, Chonju, Ko- 
rea, “Four Visions in the Book of Daniel’; 


Moorefield, W. Va., “Fulfillment in the 
Fourth Gospel”; Earle D. Roberts, Athens, 
Ga., “Essentials of New Testament Tex- 
tual Criticism for Ministers”; Leslie C. 
Robinson, Rocky Mount, N. C., “Human 
Freedom: A Phenomenological Ap- 
proach”; J. V. Cosby Summerell, Fior- 
ence, Ala., “Expository Preaching: Its 
Principles and Practice as Demonstrated 
in a Study of the Ephesian Epistle.” 

Th. D.: (Union, Va.) —Cheves K. Ligon, 
Southern Pines, N. C.; “The Churches and 
Ecumenicity’; David MacNab Morrison, 
Due West, S. C., “The Criteria of Doctrinal 
Preaching in the Light of its History”; 
Wallace A. Rogers, Richmond, Va., “Chris- 
tian Worship in the Reformed Tradition”: 
Wm. B. Rogers, Denton, Texas, “Freedom 
in Christ: The Biblical Doctrine and a 
Psychoanalytic Evaluation”; Albert Curry 
Winn, Tuscaloosa, Ala., “Pneuma and 
Kerygma: A New Approach to the New 
Testament Doctrine of the Holy Spirit.” 

Austin Seminary (Texas)—Th. M.: Nor- 
man D. Dow, Jr., of the seminary faculty, 
“A Study and Evaluation of the Old Tes- 
tament Section of the Library of the Aus- 
tin Presbyterian Theological Seminary”; 
Kenneth L. Mauldin, Dallas, Texas, “An 
Inquiry into the New Testament Doctrine 
of the Resurrection of the Body”: Jas. 
William Newton, Burnet, Texas, “Preach- 
ing as Revelation”; Gerald H. Slusser, 
Dallas, “The Policies and Philosophy of 
the Youth Camp and Conference Program 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., with 
Specific Emphasis on the Synod of Texas”: 
Robert P. Douglass, Dallas, “Twentieth 
Century Developments in Eschatology.” 

Western Seminary, Pa.: Th.D.: David 
Kim of Korea. This was the first such 
degree conferred in the history of the 
seminary. After having studied in Ameri- 
can for four years, Mr. Kim is now re- 
turning to Korea where he will teach 
Old Testament at the Presbyterian Semi- 
nary in Seoul. Two years ago he received 
the Th. M. degree at Princeton. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Carroll College (Wis.): LL.D.: Wat- 
kins Overton, Memphis, Tenn.; D.D.: G. 
Wallace Robertson, Grand Haven, Mich.; 
John Griffith, Chicago; Cornelius P. 
Daane, Oakland, Calif. 


Waynesburg (Pa.): Awarded April 29: 
D.D.: Jay Warren Kaufman, Ben Avon, 
Pa.; Litt. D.: Chas. Morton Ewing; 
Mildred Roe, Philadelphia; D. Ed.: 
Charles G. Reigner, Baltimore, Md. To 
be awarded June 10: LL.D.: Francis P. 
Gaines, Lexington, Va.; Jos. D. Hughes, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Litt. D.: Sam T. Malli- 
son, Pittsburgh; D.D.: Kenneth P. Rutter, 
Johnstown, Pa. 

Birmingham-Southern (Ala.): 
Ernest Somerville, Birmingham. 

Whitworth: D.D.: Maurice R. Holt, 
chaplain, U. S. A. F.; Alexander M. Camp- 
bell, Seattle, Wash. 

Lindenwood: LL.D.: Green 
Southwest Missouri State College. 


Coe: L.H.D.: John Cowles, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Wm. Gordon Murray, Iowa State 
College; HH.D.: Howard Hall, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; D.Sc.: A. M. Lippisch, 
Cedar Rapids; LL.D.: Wm. Avery Smith, 
Iowa Supreme Court; D.D.: Walter 
Howard Staves, Van Nuys, Calif. 

Occidental: D.D.: Geo. Hunter Hall, 
Phoenix, Ariz.; LL.D.: Francis S. Baer, 
New York; Jas. D. Zellerbach. 

Jamestown: LL.D.: Harry A. Bullis, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Sc.D.: Wm. Boss, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Trinity (Texas): Distinguished Service 
Award to Nelle Armistead Robinson, re- 
tiring as director of admissions and 
chairman of journalism after 32 years on 
the faculty. 

King: D.D.: Chas. C. Cowsert, Alex- 
andria, Va.; Archie B. Williford, Rich- 
lands, Va.; LL.D.: Hunter B. Blakely, 
Richmond, Va., J. McDowell Richards, 
Decatur, Ga. 
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For the best in education— 


Music 
Write for Information 
Office of Admissions 





SOUTHWESTERN offers: 


Personal contact with an eminently qualified faculty 
Christian influence of a Church College 


Distinctive four year program leading to degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Science and 


Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 








FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 


A GRAND PAST— 


John R. King, Richmond, Va., “The Con- 
cept of Faith in the Hebrew-Christian Tra- 
dition”; Jas. F. Miller, Slab Fork, W. Va., 
“The Christian Concern for Management- 
Labor Relations’; Richard L. Morgan, 


GREAT PRESENT— 
A GLORIOUS FUTURE— 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 
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